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The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has
completed its review of the February 7, 2013, non-fatal shootings of Margie Hernandez and
Emma Carranza by Los Angeles Police Department Sergeant John Valdez and Officers Jess
Faber, Marlon Franco, Sergio Gramajo, John Hart, Geoff Lear, Deshon Parker and Jonathan
Roman. We find that there is insufficient admissible evidence to prove beyond a reasonable
doubt that Officers Faber, Franco, Gramajo, Hart, Lear, Parker, Roman and Sergeant Valdez did
not act in self-defense and in defense of others.

The District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of the shooting on February 7, 2013 at
approximately 5:51 a.m. The District Attorney Response Team, comprised of Deputy District
Attorney Geoffrey Rendon and District Attorney Senior Investigators Sean Robinson and Joseph
Miraflor, responded to the scene, was given a walkthrough, and participated in witness
interviews.

The following analysis is based on reports prepared by the Los Angeles Police Department
(LAPD), submitted to this office by Detectives Greg McKnight and Robert Solorza. The reports
include photographs, audio-recorded interviews of witnesses and radio transmissions. The
compelled statements of each of the involved officers were considered in this evaluation.t

PROLOGUE

In 2009, Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) Officer Christopher Dorner was terminated
from his position as a police officer. Dorner believed the termination was unwarranted and
accused the LAPD of covering up misconduct. In early February 2013, Dorner began targeting
department personnel and their families for their perceived involvement in his termination from
LAPD.

! The compelled statements of all officers who are believed to have fired their service weapons during this incident
have been redacted from the version of this letter released to the public.
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On February 3, 2013, Dorner executed two people in Irvine. The victims were Monica Quan, the
daughter of former LAPD Captain Randy Quan, and her fiancé, Keith Lawrence. Captain Quan
had represented Dorner in his termination proceedings.

On February 4, 2013, Dorner posted a 17 page “manifesto” on his Facebook page, that he titled
“Last Resort”. Dorner wrote, “I have exhausted all available means at obtaining my name
back...This is my last resort.” In chilling detail, Dorner threatened “deadly consequences” as a
result of his dismissal from LAPD and warned, “The attacks will stop when the department states
the truth about my innocence.”

To civilians, Dorner wrote, “Do not render medical aid to downed officers/enemy
combatants...Let the balance of loss of life take place. Sometimes a reset needs to occur.”

Dorner named specific LAPD personnel, including Captain Justin Eisenberg, throughout the
manifesto; Dorner identified groups of individuals as “high value” targets. At one point in the
posting, Dorner refers to himself as a “cop killer,” and wrote, “To those children of the officers
who are eradicated, your parent was not the individual you thought they were.”

Directing his words towards specific individuals, including Eisenberg, as well as groups of
people, Dorner wrote, “Suppressing the truth (about Dorner’s termination) will leave (sic) to
deadly consequences for you and your family. There will be an element of surprise where you
work, live, eat and sleep.” Dorner stated that he would use law enforcement resources to collect
information about individual’s homes, workplaces, “and everywhere in between,” “to coordinate
and plan attacks.” Dorner threatened, “I never had the opportunity to have a family of my own,
I’'m terminating yours.” “Look your (spouses) and surviving children directly in the face and tell
them the truth as to why your children are dead.”

Dorner continued, “I know your (techniques, tactics and procedures.) Any threat assessments
you generate will be useless...I will mitigate all risks, threats and hazards. I assure you that
Incident Command Posts will be target rich environments.” Dorner threatened to target vehicles
with law enforcement-affiliated license plate frames. “I will conduct operations to destroy,
exploit and seize designated targets. If unsuccessful or unable to meet objectives...I will
reassess...and re-attack until objectives are met. | have nothing to lose. My personal casualty
means nothing.”

“Hopefully, you (sic) analyst (sic) have done your homework. You are aware that | have always
been the top shot, highest score, an expert in rifle qualifications in every unit I’ve been in. I will
utilize every bit of small arms training, demolition, ordnance, and survival training I’ve been
given.” Dorner, again, stated that he embraced death and said, “I am the walking exigent
circumstance you created.”

Dorner continued, “The violence of action will be high. I am the reason TAC alert was
established. 1 will bring unconventional and asymmetrical warfare to those in LAPD uniform
whether on or off duty.” “(Officers) will now live the life of the prey.”



Commander Lopez
F.I.D. #F012-13
J.S.1.D. #13-0129
Page 3 of 52

Regarding weaponry, Dorner stated that he had access to shoulder-fired surface to air missiles to
down aircraft, .50 caliber sniper rifles, suppressors and high-capacity magazines. Dorner warned
that his attacks would be unpredictable, unconventional and unforgiving. He warned outside
agencies to not attempt to detain him, stating, “If you proceed with a traffic stop or attempt to
notify other officers of my location or for backup, you will not live to see the medal of valor you
were hoping to receive for your actions. Think before you attempt to intervene. You will not
survive. Your family will receive that medal of valor posthumously.”

Dorner went on at length with messages addressed to politicians, celebrities, members of the
media and various people in his background. Dorner’s words indicated his awareness and
intention that the incidents to follow would result in his death.

On February 6, 2013, Irvine Police Chief David Maggard announced a manhunt for Dorner.
News of Dorner’s actions was disseminated via mass media and within internal police channels.
Irvine Police Department distributed a crime bulletin that read, “On Sunday, February 3, 2013,
two victims were shot and killed while sitting in their vehicle at 2100 Scholarship. Through
investigation, Dorner was identified as a possible suspect in this double homicide. Dorner is a
former LAPD officer and has made threats to specific police officials and their families. Dorner
has made statements indicating that he will resist arrest and use any weapons at his disposal.
Dorner has threatened to kill any police officer who attempts to arrest him.” The bulletin also
included the following information: “Dorner is armed with an assault weapon and used this
weapon in the shooting of three officers. Dorner should be considered armed and dangerous.”

Law enforcement officials believed that Dorner was driving a dark-colored Nissan Titan and had
replaced the license plates on his vehicle.

LAPD compiled a list of personnel who required immediate police protection. The list included
Eisenberg, who resided on Redbeam Avenue, in Torrance. Eisenberg had been a member of the
Board of Rights that voted to terminate Dorner. LAPD effectuated protective details to ensure
the safety of the targeted individuals, including Eisenberg. Initially, an LAPD security detail
from Operation West Bureau Violent Crime Task Force (VCTF) was sent to Eisenberg’s home
on Redbeam Avenue for his protection.

Prior to the LAPD detail arriving, Eisenberg contacted Torrance Police Department (TPD) and
told them about the threat. At approximately 4:30 p.m., two plainclothes TPD officers responded
to Eisenberg’s residence and provided security protection until LAPD arrived. At approximately
5:30 p.m., the VCTF detail arrived, consisting of Sergeant Carlton Jeter along with ten
uniformed officers and one plainclothes officer. Jeter met with Eisenberg, familiarized himself
with the location and stationed officers in Eisenberg’s garage, backyard and at various locations
surrounding Eisenberg’s residence.

On February 6, 2013, at 6:44 p.m., LAPD’s Communication Division (CD) sent the following
message department-wide to all Mobile Digital Computer (MDC) terminals: “Officer Safety
suspect wanted 187PC. Suspect vehicle is a 2005 blue Nissan Titan pick up with California
license 7X03191. Suspect is Dorner, Christopher Jordan. Suspect is m/b, 6’0, 270 Ibs., blk hair,
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bro eyes. Suspect has made threats to specific police ofcrs and their families. He has threatened
to kill any police ofcrs who attempt to arrest him. Suspect is a former LAPD ofcr.”

At 6:45 p.m., a group of Hollywood officers, including Officers Faber, Franco, Gramajo, Hart,
Lear, Parker, and Roman, started their shift. In roll call, Captain Bea Girmala briefed the
officers regarding the ongoing situation involving Dorner. The officers were given a description
of Dorner’s vehicle and a photograph of Dorner. The officers were also told about the contents
of Dorner’s online posting. At approximately 11:00 p.m., that group of officers was notified to
respond to LAPD’s Operation West Bureau, along with Sergeants Rudy Vidal and Leonard
Calderon.

The group arrived at West Bureau and was briefed by Sergeant Clinton Dohman. Dohman
emphasized how dangerous Dorner was. The eight Hollywood officers, along with Vidal and
Calderon, were assigned to replace the VCTF personnel at Eisenberg’s residence. Upon arriving
on Redbeam, Vidal and Calderon met with Jeter and were briefed about the deployment of the
officers and the layout of the location. The officers were told that Dorner may have recently
been at the location.?

Vidal and Calderon did not have as many officers in their detail and made modifications to
Jeter’s deployment of officers. Faber and Gramajo were stationed in the driveway of 19715
Redbeam, a residence several houses south and on the opposite side of the street from
Eisenberg’s. Franco and Hart were inside Eisenberg’s open garage. Parker and Lear were in
Eisenberg’s backyard. Roman and Ojeda were positioned in the driveway of 5607 Towers Road,
several houses north of Eisenberg’s residence. Vidal and Calderon acted as rovers and drove
around the area surrounding the residence. Vidal contacted TPD and was told that TPD had
officers on patrol in the area who could respond quickly if additional units were needed. Each of
the LAPD officers was told to broadcast any observations of vehicle or pedestrian traffic. The
detail broadcast via Hollywood Simplex, an unrecorded frequency.

Each of the officers was armed as follows: Faber, with a Remington shotgun and a .40 caliber
Glock semiautomatic handgun; Gramajo, with a .40 caliber Glock semiautomatic handgun; Lear,
with a .40 caliber Glock semiautomatic handgun; Parker, with a .40 caliber Glock semiautomatic
handgun; Franco, with a Remington shotgun and a .40 caliber Glock semiautomatic handgun;
Hart, with a Remington shotgun and a .40 caliber Glock semiautomatic handgun; Roman, with a
9mm Beretta semiautomatic handgun, and; Ojeda, with a .40 caliber Glock semiautomatic
handgun.

At approximately 1:20 a.m. on February 7, 2013, Dorner traveled to Corona and was involved in
a shooting with two LAPD officers who were on their way to provide protection to an LAPD
employee named in Dorner’s manifesto. During the firefight, Dorner shot one of the officers,

2 Michelle Eisenberg, Captain Eisenberg’s wife, saw a person that she later believed to be Dorner at the front door
of their residence on or about January 9, 2013. Mrs. Eisenberg saw the individual via a home security camera and
did not open the door nor contact the person. Somehow, via the transmission of information, officers involved in
this incident believed that Mrs. Eisenberg had seen Dorner just two days earlier, on or about February 5, 2013.
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who suffered a graze wound to the head and survived. Dorner was armed with a semiautomatic
rifle.

Dorner fled from that incident and, approximately ten minutes later, encountered two Riverside
Police Department officers who were stopped at a traffic light. Dorner ambushed the officers
and shot both of them, killing Officer Michael Craine. Dorner fled to an unknown location.

At approximately 3:00 a.m. on February 7, 2013, Sergeant John Valdez responded to Redbeam
to relieve Vidal and Calderon, who briefed Valdez about their knowledge of Dorner’s actions
and the deployment of officers in and around Eisenberg’s residence. Valdez contacted each of
the officers in the detail and informed them that he had replaced Vidal and Calderon. Valdez
was armed with a Remington shotgun and a .45 caliber Smith and Wesson semiautomatic
handgun.

At 3:26 a.m., CD sent a department-wide message to all MDC terminals that relayed information
regarding the Corona and Riverside shootings. The information stated that Dorner had possibly
used a rifle and was driving a “blue or charcoal gray Nissan” pickup truck.

At approximately 4:19 a.m., Debbie Keller was driving on the westbound 105 freeway when she
saw a light Nissan Titan truck swerving in and out of lanes. Keller had seen amber alerts relating
to Dorner and believed that it could be the suspect vehicle. Keller called 9-1-1 and reported her
observations. The call was routed to the South Bay Regional Communication Authority and
broadcast to the El Segundo Police Department. At 4:26 a.m., the information was relayed to
CD. At 4:37 a.m., CD broadcast, “All units...information from El Segundo PD on ADW on PO
suspect. Weaving in and out of traffic on the 105 freeway, exiting Sepulveda, unknown
direction.®> Vehicle is a light grey Nissan Titan pick up, partial plate is 808, partial plate of 808.”

A few minutes later, CD broadcast updated information regarding the description of Dorner’s
vehicle and indicated that he had changed the license plate on his vehicle to “8D83987.”

Each of the broadcasts, and the communications therein, reached the LAPD detail positioned on
Redbeam. Additionally, Hollywood Patrol Division Watch Commander Lieutenant Richard
Gabaldon telephoned Valdez and told him that Dorner may have been seen in the area and could
be heading towards Redbeam.

At approximately 5:10 a.m., Margie Carranza and her mother, Emma Hernandez, were
delivering newspapers in Torrance. Carranza was driving a blue, four-door 2007 Toyota Tacoma
pickup truck with the license plate “8D68341.” The rear windshield, rear driver’s side and rear
passenger side windows of the truck were tinted. Hernandez was in the middle rear seat, handing
newspapers to Carranza, who threw them out of the front driver’s side window of the vehicle
towards subscribers’ residences.

3 The 19000 block of Redbeam Avenue is less than seven miles from the 105 freeway at Sepulveda.
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Carranza turned north onto Redbeam from Del Amo Boulevard. For reasons detailed below,
officers mistakenly believed the vehicle was Dorner’s. An officer-involved shooting involving
seven officers occurred. Hernandez was struck twice and survived. Carranza suffered cuts to
her hand, likely from broken glass.

The incident took place in the darkness of the early morning. Redbeam is a tree-lined street
illuminated by 12 street lights positioned approximately 150 feet apart along the west side of the
street.

FACTUAL ANALYSIS
Statement of Margie Carranza

On the morning of February 7, 2013, Margie Carranza and her mother, Emma Hernandez, were
delivering newspapers in Carranza’s Tacoma. At the time, Carranza delivered on two separate

routes, one of which included residences on Redbeam. Carranza was in the front driver’s seat;

Hernandez was in the middle seat of the back row of the vehicle. The interior of the cabin was

loaded with newspapers.

Carranza turned northbound onto Redbeam, from Del Amo. Carranza saw a police vehicle
parked in a driveway of a residence on the west side of the street. The police vehicle was
reversed into the driveway, with its hood pointed towards the street. All four doors of the police
vehicle were open but Carranza did not see any officers in or about the vehicle. Carranza, from
her driver’s side window, threw a newspaper to what was later identified as 19715 Redbeam.*
Carranza continued to drive. Carranza estimated that she was driving at approximately five
miles per hour.

As Carranza approached the intersection of Redbeam and Delane Street, she heard a large
number of gunshots coming from behind her. Carranza stopped her car due to the shots being
fired. Gunshots began to strike her truck. She screamed out and tried to yell that she was
working. She felt the tires of the car “explode” and glass passed by her face. Carranza was in a
panic. Hernandez told her, “Don’t be afraid.”

Eventually, the shooting stopped. Officers ordered her out of the car. The officers were
speaking to her in English, though Carranza is a Spanish speaker. She got out of the car with her
hands up and noticed that she was bleeding. Her mother exited the vehicle and Carranza saw
that her mother had been shot in the back. Paramedics arrived and transported her and
Hernandez to Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.

Carranza was treated for a laceration to her right index finger.

4 Investigators determined that Carranza threw a folded newspaper, wrapped in plastic, towards 19715 Redbeam.
The newspaper landed on the sidewalk, between the apron and the driveway. Investigators determined that Carranza
had delivered newspapers to a total of approximately seven houses on the west side of the street, including 19715.
Carranza did not throw any newspapers to any addresses north of 19715 Redbeam, nor to any houses on the east side
of the street.
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Hernandez suffered two gunshots wounds; one to her lower back and the other to her rear right
scapula.

Prior to entering the ambulance, an unidentified Hispanic officer told her that the officers had
confused her for somebody with the same truck as hers. Carranza overheard an unidentified
African-American officer ask an unidentified Hispanic officer, “Why did you do that?’”®
Carranza understood the question to mean, “Why did you shoot at these women?” The Hispanic
officer did not reply.

In an interview with investigators, Carranza characterized the incident as a “giant atrocity” and
“savage deed.”

Carranza and Hernandez filed a claim against the City of Los Angeles and the Los Angeles
Police Department. That claim was settled for $4.2 million. Carranza also received funds to
replace her vehicle.

The investigation revealed that the headlights and hazard lights of the Tacoma were on at the
time of the incident.

Statement of LAPD Officer Salvador Sanchez
Officer Sanchez provided a compelled statement to investigators.

On the morning of February 7, 2013, Sanchez was on duty, assigned to Harbor Patrol. His watch
commander asked him to take replacement batteries to the officers stationed on Redbeam.
Sanchez drove to the location and distributed the batteries. After being at the location for just a
few minutes, Sanchez was standing beside his patrol vehicle when an unidentified officer
motioned to him. Sanchez saw a vehicle approaching northbound and Sanchez interpreted the
motioning as a sign to take cover. Sanchez saw the headlights of the approaching vehicle. The
vehicle appeared to slow down, then traveled toward Sanchez’ location.

Sanchez heard approximately seven gunshots coming from south of his location. Sanchez
unholstered his service weapon and took cover. Sanchez saw a possible crossfire situation
because of officers standing directly across the street and did not fire his weapon. The vehicle,
which Sanchez observed to be a blue pickup truck, drove past him. The truck was traveling at a
fast rate of speed and Sanchez heard more gunshots. Two patrol cars drove north, following the
truck, which eventually stopped approximately 100 yards away. Sanchez heard additional shots
fired, but could not see which officers were shooting. Sanchez also heard officers giving orders
to the occupants of the vehicle.

Sanchez retrieved a rifle and used the magnification to get a better view of the interior of the
truck. The occupants, later identified as Carranza and Hernandez, exited the vehicle and came

5 It is unclear whether this was the same Hispanic officer who told Carranza about the mistaken belief regarding her
vehicle.
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towards Sanchez. Sanchez continued to focus on the truck and was looking for any activity
inside. As Carranza and Hernandez got to him, Sanchez asked them, in Spanish, if anyone else
was in the vehicle; they replied, “No.” The women told Sanchez that they were hurt and
Sanchez called for an ambulance.

Sanchez did not fire a weapon during the incident and did not personally know any of the
involved officers.

Statement of LAPD Sergeant Carlton Jeter
Sergeant Jeter provided a compelled statement to investigators.

On February 6, 2013, Sergeant Jeter was assigned to VCTF. In the late afternoon, Commander
Dennis Kato ordered Jeter and 11 officers under his command to Eisenberg’s residence to
provide security. Jeter learned that Dorner was the subject of a manhunt and was wanted for the
murders of Quan’s daughter and her fiancée and that Dorner had made specific threats against
LAPD Command Staff. Jeter gave his officers a quick briefing before responding to Redbeam.
Jeter was aware of Dorner’s professed familiarity with LAPD tactics and training and knew
about Dorner’s manifesto, which he read later in the evening.

Jeter and his team arrived at Redbeam at approximately 5:30 p.m., met with Eisenberg and his
family, and familiarized himself with the layout of the property. Jeter positioned two officers in
Eisenberg’s backyard, two in the garage and additional officers on Redbeam and on the cul de
sac adjacent to their location. All of the officers had handguns and some of the officers had
access to rifles. The officers planned to take breaks and use the restroom at a nearby 7-Eleven
convenience store.

Jeter checked in with the TPD watch commander and informed him that LAPD personnel were
on Redbeam to provide security for Eisenberg. At some point during the night, Jeter was
notified that a group of officers from Hollywood Division were en route to relieve the VCTF
team. Around 1:30 a.m. or 2:00 a.m., the Hollywood officers arrived. Jeter met with Vidal and
Calderon and told them where he had positioned his officers. Jeter asked how many officers
were with the Hollywood group and expressed that his group of 11 was barely enough to do the
job properly. Jeter and his officers left the location shortly thereafter.

Jeter and his group were not present at the time of the incident. In his interview with
investigators, Jeter stated that he did not believe eight officers would be enough to do the
security detail sufficiently.

Statement of LAPD Sergeant Rudy Vidal

Sergeant Vidal provided a compelled statement to investigators.

On February 7, 2013, Vidal was assigned to Hollywood division. From a briefing, Vidal was
aware of the circumstances surrounding Dorner. He knew that Dorner had military experience
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and was armed with high-powered weaponry. Vidal also knew that Dorner was identified as the
suspect in the Irvine double murder and that if officers confronted Dorner, Dorner was not going
to be taken alive and would shoot it out with any officers who tried to detain him. Vidal was
given a bulletin containing Dorner’s photo and additional information.

At some point during his shift, Vidal was ordered to respond, with Calderon, to West Bureau.
Vidal and Calderon, along with several Hollywood officers were ultimately assigned to provide
protection to Eisenberg. Vidal was told that VCTF was already present and that his officers
would be replacing them.

Vidal responded to the scene and spoke to Jeter, who told Vidal about the positioning of the
VCTF officers. Vidal knew that VCTF had more personnel on Redbeam than he had been given.
Vidal talked to the Hollywood officers about specific scenarios that could arise. Vidal felt that
he did not have enough officers to control a firefight at any one location and that, likely, any
incident involving Dorner would occur directly in front of, or at, Eisenberg’s residence. Vidal
was concerned that none of the officers were armed with rifles.

Vidal positioned the officers in Eisenberg’s garage and backyard and at various points along
Redbeam. Vidal did not have enough officers to cover the same area as Jeter had previously.
Specifically, VCTF had officers covering an adjacent street, but Vidal did not have any officers
to place there. Vidal and Calderon acted as rovers. Vidal felt very limited in where he could
place officers, due to a lack of personnel and appropriate weapons. Vidal did not express his
concerns to any supervising officers.®

Vidal contacted TPD Lieutenant Don Edwards and told him where the LAPD officers were
positioned. He also told Edwards that the officers did not have any rifles and that they would be
outgunned if Dorner arrived. Edwards told Vidal that TPD officers were in the area, had access
to rifles, and would provide backup if necessary. Throughout the evening, TPD officers drove
through the location and made contact with the Hollywood officers. Vidal and his officers
agreed that if anyone needed to use the restroom, they would travel to a nearby 7-Eleven and
Vidal and Calderon would temporarily relieve their positions.

Vidal and Calderon continuously patrolled up and down Redbeam, discussed ways “where it
would go down,” and looked for locations from where Dorner could arrive. At some point in the
evening, Vidal received a call from Sergeant Clint Dohman, who told him that Dorner was
involved in shootings in Corona and Riverside and that a Riverside officer was killed. Vidal
conveyed the information to each of his officers and told them to be on high alert. Vidal was
aware that Eisenberg was likely a “high value target” due to Eisenberg’s involvement in
Dorner’s dismissal from LAPD and believed that Dorner could be headed their way. Vidal
conveyed what he learned to Edwards. Dohman did not pass on any tactical advice.

8 In his interview with investigators, Vidal explained that the department (LAPD) wants officers to think on their
own and to make do with what resources they are given. Vidal was involved in previous tactical situations where,
for example, he requested assistance from SWAT officers and was told, “SWAT ain’t coming.”
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Vidal observed that Redbeam was a very dark street, covered with trees and that visibility was
not great. Vidal sensed that his fellow officers were “amped” and were thinking that something
was going to occur involving Dorner. At some point they discussed, “Depending on how the
situation goes and who’s left...and then if Dorner doesn’t take out so many officers, we get to an
officer down and we just got to almost play it by ear.” Vidal encouraged his officers to think
back to their tactics training and shooting policies but was concerned with overwhelming the

group.

At some point in the evening, Valdez arrived on Redbeam to replace Vidal and Calderon. Only
the sergeants were replaced; the remaining Hollywood officers remained. Vidal and Calderon
spoke to Valdez and forwarded all of the information they had received leading up to that point.
Vidal told Valdez that there was already one officer dead and possibly three wounded as a result
of Dorner’s actions that morning. Vidal pointed out the officers’ locations to Valdez and
explained why the officers were positioned in their respective places. Shortly after Valdez
arrived, Vidal and Calderon left the location. They were not present at the time of the incident.

Prior to the day in question, Vidal had never been involved in a protection detail and could not
recall having received protection detail training.

Statement of LAPD Sergeant Leonard Calderon
Sergeant Calderon provided a compelled statement to investigators.

On February 6, 2013, Sergeant Calderon was assigned to Hollywood Division. His shift began at
5:00 p.m. Shortly after starting his shift, Calderon was called into Girmala’s office for a
briefing. Calderon was told that Dorner had been identified as the suspect in the murders of
Monica Quan and her fiancée. Calderon learned that Quan was the daughter of former Captain
Randy Quan, who was involved in the board of rights that resulted in Dorner’s firing. Calderon
was told that Dorner had posted a manifesto online and was given an outline of Dorner’s threats
towards law enforcement. As a result of the briefing, defenses were set up at Hollywood Station,
which was one of Dorner’s former workplaces. Officers were told that no officer would ride
alone, to be extra mindful on patrol and to back up each other’s calls. Everyone knew that the
situation was “unusual.” Calderon had never experienced anything like it in his previous 20
years with the department.

Sometime after midnight, Calderon and Vidal were ordered to respond to West Bureau to be
assigned to a protection detail at the residence of an LAPD employee. Calderon and Vidal were
assigned to supervise a detail at Eisenberg’s residence. They responded to the location, met with
Jeter and got a briefing about what Jeter had done. Calderon familiarized himself with the layout
of the residence, but was not allowed inside. Calderon learned that Dorner may have been at the
location a few days prior and was viewed via a security camera. Calderon drove through the
neighborhood to determine avenues of escape as well as locations where Dorner could come
from.
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Calderon and Vidal intended on placing their officers in the same places as the VCTF officers,
but could not, due to having less personnel. Calderon advised all of the officers that Eisenberg’s
house would be the last line of defense and told every officer to broadcast any pedestrian or
vehicle traffic along with anything suspicious. Calderon and Vidal called TPD, notified them of
their presence on Redbeam and informed them that they were only armed with handguns and
shotguns. TPD said that additional resources, including SWAT, would be available to provide
backup assistance.

At some point in the evening, Calderon learned about the shootings in Corona and Riverside.
When that information was disseminated, it, “Just fueled the anxiety and the seriousness of what
was going on.” Calderon knew that Dorner was actively targeting police personnel.

Later in the evening, due to overtime issues, Valdez arrived to relieve Calderon and Vidal.
Calderon and Vidal briefed Valdez and, shortly thereafter, left Redbeam. Calderon and Vidal
were not present at the time of the incident.

Statement of LAPD Captain Justin Eisenberg
Captain Eisenberg provided a compelled statement to investigators.

On February 6, 2013, Eisenberg returned home from work and received a message to contact
Captain Vito Palazzolo at Internal Affairs. Eisenberg called Palazzolo, who told Eisenberg that
law enforcement had discovered Dorner’s online manifesto and warned him that he and his
family were in danger. Palazzolo told him that he needed a protection detail and emailed him a
flier and Dorner’s photograph. Eisenberg called TPD, spoke to a watch commander and asked
that a unit come to his house. Two plainclothes TPD officers arrived and Eisenberg told them
about the threat. Approximately 45 minutes to an hour later, the VCTF team arrived with Jeter.
Eisenberg showed Jeter the layout of his house and introduced him to his family. Jeter
positioned officers around Eisenberg’s house and inside the garage. Eisenberg last saw Jeter at
approximately 9:45 p.m. Eisenberg went to sleep shortly thereafter.

At around 5:00 a.m., Eisenberg was awoken by the sound of a tremendous number of gunshots
and yelling. Eisenberg could not hear what was said, but was jolted out of bed. Eisenberg
immediately felt that Dorner was at his house, shooting at the protection detail, and trying to
shoot his way into the house. Eisenberg was “positive.”

Eisenberg grabbed his service weapon, a flashlight and his phone, and ran downstairs, to a room
in which his daughter was sleeping, adjacent to the garage. Eisenberg pointed his weapon at a
door leading to the garage and yelled to his daughter, “Get down! Get down! Get under your
bed!” Eisenberg believed Dorner was going to come through the door and felt, “I’m going to
stop him,” and, “protect my family.” Eisenberg was concerned that rounds were going to come
through the exterior of the house and strike his family members. His daughter could not fit under
the bed and ran upstairs. Eisenberg told his family to get on the ground. They prayed for their
safety. Eisenberg heard additional shots fired outside, continued to point his weapon at the door
and expected Dorner to enter.
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There was a lull in the shooting and Eisenberg opened the door to the garage to retrieve a rifle
from the trunk of his car. An unidentified person yelled, “Stay inside!” Eisenberg retreated
inside but was concerned that officers had been shot and felt he needed to do more than just
stand at the doorway. Eisenberg went back into the garage, announced his presence and asked,
“Is there anybody down? Is there anybody shot?” An officer replied, “No. Nobody is hit.”

Eisenberg heard a lot of noise and believed a helicopter was overhead. He saw a vehicle on the
street that had been struck by multiple gunshots. Eisenberg asked, “Is the suspect outstanding?
Where is the suspect?” An unidentified officer replied, “He’s not here. He’s not here.”
Eisenberg realized that it was not Dorner and asked about the condition of the people in the
vehicle. Eisenberg learned that TPD was attending to them.

Eisenberg exited the garage and looked for Jeter. Seeing a different group of officers than he had
seen the night before, Eisenberg realized that the personnel involved in the protection detail had
been switched out. Eisenberg asked Valdez if he had fired during the incident; VValdez replied
that he had and indicated that the other officers had fired as well. Eisenberg, the highest ranking
officer on scene, ordered the group to not talk about the incident with each other and to standby
for additional supervisors to arrive.

A short time later, Eisenberg saw a friend, Hermosa Beach Police Department Officer Eric
Cahalan, and his partner, Officer Guy Dov. The two had heard a radio call for help and
responded. Eisenberg told the two of them to be careful, that the protective detail was out of
service and that Dorner could still show up. Shortly thereafter, LAPD supervisors arrived and
began separating the involved officers.

In his interview with investigators, Eisenberg stated that he expected to see multiple officers
down when he walked outside. Eisenberg was certain Dorner was present and shooting at the
officers.

Statement of Hermosa Beach Police Department Officer Eric Cahalan

In the early morning hours of February 7, 2013, Officer Cahalan was on patrol with his partner,
Officer Dov. The officers were aware of the circumstances surrounding Dorner. While on
patrol, Cahalan heard a radio call indicating that Dorner had possibly exited the freeway nearby.
Sometime later, Cahalan heard a radio broadcast indicating that an officer involved shooting had
occurred on Redbeam. Cahalan and Dov responded. The scene was chaotic; there were rounds
on the ground and empty shells in the driveway of Eisenbe